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GaP() calls for federal
referendum before a

Quebec one

By Joel Goldenberg
The Suburban

The Canadian Party of Quebec is call-
ing on Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
and all federal party leaders, if any of
them are PM at the time, to hold a federal
referendum prior to a third Quebec inde-
pendence referendum that the PQ says it
will hold if elected in 2026.

A letter to the federal leaders, written
by CaPQ party leaders Colin Standish
and Myrtis Fossey, says a federal referen-
dum question could be, “as a member of
the Canadian people in Quebec, do you
consent that the Government of Quebec
and the Government of Canada separate
Canadians and your local territory from
Canada in the event of a Yes vote in any
Quebec referendum on independence or
provincial secession?”

“Now is the time for Canada’s federal
institutions to prepare for any referen-
dum or potential secession contingen-
cies,” Standish and Fossey wrote. “In the
lead-up to Referendum 3, in no way hy-
pothetical given the threats and realities
of two traumatic precedents, Canada and
Canadians must be fully prepared.”

The CaPQ co-leaders cite a 1997 let-
ter from then-Intergovernmental Affairs
Minister Stéphane Dion to his Quebec
counterpart Jacques Brassard that said,
in relation to the Swiss canton of Jara
being created from part of the existing
canton of Bern, “our governments too,
like Switzerland, could be obliged to find
arrangements that would not impose se-
cession on populations that do not want
it. If you had won the last referendum, we
would have been forced to deal with this
issue when no one was prepared.”

Standish and Fossey added that, even
with the Clarity Act setting the rules of
a Quebec referendum, it does not state
“how the provincial boundaries of Que-
bec might be changed in the event of a
successful referendum on Quebec inde-
pendence.

“In other words, Canadians are no
closer to ‘arrangements that would not
impose secession on populations that
do not want it’ than we were in 1997. As
loyal Canadians residing in Quebec, sub-
ject to traumatic and repeated threats to
our citizenship, we find such a situation
both intolerable and negligent in the ex-
treme.”

The CaPQ co-leaders also cited an in-
digenous peoples referendum held before
the 1995 Quebec referendum, which in-
dicated an “overwhelming desire to re-
main in Canada, whatever the results of
the provincial exercise.”

“Moreover, it could not have escaped
the Canadian government’s attention
that after 1995, dozens of municipalities
within Quebec adopted ‘staying Canadian’
resolutions, some even having discussed
the possibility of following the Swiss can-
ton of Jura model. The question is simple
and pertinent. If the Indigenous people
of Quebec were able to conduct referenda
to express their desire to remain Canadi-
an, before Referendum 2, why can’t the
people of Canada, residing in Quebec, be
accorded the same right before a possible
third referendum?”

Standish and Fossey wrote that “if such
a peaceful, democratic mechanism was
good enough for Switzerland less than
50 years ago, why would it not be good
enough for Canada today?”

Anti-Hate coalition says McGill
should BDS Hamas Iran Imks

By Joel Goldenberg
The Suburban

The United Against Hate Canada coalition
wrote to McGill president Deep Saini in re-
action to the university’s recent announce-
ment that it was proposing to negotiate
some of the demands of those involved with
the more than two-month long anti-Israel
encampment on the campus grounds.

The pro-Palestinian activists referred to
McGill's proposals as “laughable.” McGill
stopped negotiating in mid-June.

Marvin Rotrand of United Against Hate
Canada told The Suburban his group is
questioning “McGill’s weak kneed response
to anti-Israel protests and its supine atti-
tude in the face of increasingly maximalist
demands from a relative small, masked and
totally unrepresentative group of protesters,
many of whom are likely not McGill stu-

dents.

“Rather than considering acceding to
protesters’ shameful demands and offering
amnesties, we are calling on the university
to do the following — boycott, divest and
sanction all nations, businesses and institu-
tions that fund Hamas as well as cutting ties
with all industries and academic institutions
that have links with the Islamic Republic of
Iran and its proxies, including Hamas, Hez-
bollah, the Houthis and other terrorist enti-
ties,” Rotrand added.



